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Pawankhind ( PAAVANKHIND) is a 2022 Indian Marathi-language historical action drama film directed by
Digpal Lanjekar and produced under the banner of Almonds Creations in association with AA Films. The
film based on the life of Maratha warrior, Baji Prabhu Deshpande, stars Chinmay Mandlekar, Mrinal
Kulkarni, Ajay Purkar, Sameer Dharmadhikari, along with Ankit Mohan, Prajakta Mali and Kshitee Jog in
supporting roles.

It is the third entry in an eight-film series on the Maratha Empire. After Farzand and Fatteshikast, Digpal
Lanjekar announced this third film on unsung Maratha heroes. It was followed by Sher Shivraj. The film was
a huge commercial success with ?75 crore (US$8.9 million) in box office receipts becoming the fifth highest-
grossing Marathi film of all time and second highest-grossing Marathi film of 2022.
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The Battle of Pavan Khind ( PAAVANKHIND) was a rearguard last stand that took place in September
1660, at a mountain pass in the vicinity of Vishalgad, near the city of Kolhapur. After escaping the Siege of
Panhala, Shivaji and his small accompaniment were pursued by Siddi Masud of the Bijapur Sultanate with a
much larger force. As morning was breaking, the Maratha generals Baji Prabhu Deshpande and Shambhu
Singh Jadhav with half of the force fortified a narrow mountain pass and repulsed the chasing cavalry and
continued fighting off the Bijapuri infantry. When Shivaji and the rest of the force reached the fort they
sounded the signal with cannon and the remaining Maratha forces retreated. According to legends, despite
being mortally wounded Baji Prabhu Deshpande continued defending and enouraging his troops until he
heard the signal. The engagement ended with the destruction of the Maratha forces, and a tactical victory for
the Bijapur Sultanate that failed to achieve the strategic victory of capturing Shivaji.
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Shri Shivraj Ashtak is an Indian Marathi-language historical drama film series created by Digpal Lanjekar.
The franchise started off with an eight-part film series written and directed by Lanjekar based on Maratha
Empire. The first film Farzand released on 1 June 2018 and was followed by 5 films: Fatteshikast (2019),
Pawankhind (2022), Sher Shivraj (2022), Subhedar (2023), Shivrayancha Chhava (2024).

All five films starred Chinmay Mandlekar and Mrinal Kulkarni.

Ajay Purkar

Deshpande and Tanaji Malusare in the Shri Shivraj Ashtak film series. &quot;Pawankhind Actor Ajay
Purkar&#039;s Video From Pune Airport Goes Viral&quot;. news18.com. News18



Ajay Ashok Purkar is an Indian actor primarily works in Marathi films. He had portrayed the roles of Baji
Prabhu Deshpande and Tanaji Malusare in the Shri Shivraj Ashtak film series.
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Chinmay Mandlekar (born 2 February 1979) is an Indian actor, writer and stage director, mostly active in the
Marathi entertainment industry. He is known for his work in Zenda, Morya, Farzand (2018), Fatteshikast
(2019), The Kashmir Files (2022) and Pawankhind (2022). He has also completed many episodes of a crime
series (Crime Patrol) as SI Rajesh Jadhav. Chinmay has been praised as a brilliant actor for the versatility of
roles picked by him.

Digpal Lanjekar

Shri Shivraj Ashtak film included Farzand (2018), Fatteshikast (2019), Pawankhind (2022), Sher Shivraj
(2022). He continued the series with Subhedar was

Digpal Lanjekar is an Indian film director and writer who is known for the Shri Shivraj Ashtak film included
Farzand (2018), Fatteshikast (2019), Pawankhind (2022), Sher Shivraj (2022). He continued the series with
Subhedar was released on 25 August 2023. He planned the film titled "Bhadrakali" team up with Prasad Oak
based on Sarsenapati tarabai Dabhade Umabai.

Ankit Mohan

screen

Times of India&quot;. The Times of India. Retrieved 14 June 2022. &quot;&#039;Pawankhind&#039;:
Character poster of Ankit Mohan as &#039;Shrimant Rayajirao Bandal&#039; unveiled - Ankit Mohan is an
Indian actor who mainly works in Hindi television and Marathi films.

He is best known for his role in the television series Sasural Genda Phool, Mahabharat, Kumkum Bhagya,
and Naagin 3.

He is known for television shows like Mahabharat, Kumkum Bhagya, Naagin 3, Haiwaan and Kaatelal &
Sons as well as the Marathi film Farzand.
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Rishi Saxena (born 3 March 1990), is an Indian actor who primarily works in Marathi and Hindi television
and films. He is best known for his lead role in Zee Marathi's Kahe Diya Pardes as Shivkumar Shukla.
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Prajaktta Mali (pronounced [pr?d??kt?a? ?ma?li]; born 8 August 1989) is an Indian actress, producer, and
poet who primarily works in Marathi films and television.
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Born in Pandharpur and raised in Pune, Mali won the dance reality show Kya Masti Kya Dhoom at the age of
14. She had an uncredited role in Ashutosh Gowariker's Swades (2004) and also appeared as a child artist in
the Marathi drama film Taandala – Ek Mukhavta (2008). After appearing in several Marathi daily soaps, she
gained recognition for her role as Meghana in the romantic drama series Julun Yeti Reshimgathi
(2013–2015).

Mali made her lead film debut with Kedar Shinde’s comedy-drama Kho-Kho (2013). She later received
critical acclaim for her performances in Hampi (2017), the comedy thriller Dokyala Shot (2019), the comedy
Pandu (2021), the family drama Luckdown Be Positive, and the social thriller Y (both 2022). For her role in
Pandu, she won the MFK Award for Favourite Villain. Since 2018, she has been hosting the comedy sketch
show Maharashtrachi Hasyajatra on Sony Marathi. In 2022, she made her web debut with Abhijit Panse’s
thriller drama RaanBaazaar, where she portrayed a prostitute, earning widespread acclaim. This was followed
by her title role as a renowned dancer in the epic historical drama Phullwanti (2024), which also marked her
debut as a producer.

Beyond acting, Mali founded the Nrityangan Dance Academy in Pune and launched her traditional jewellery
brand, PrajaktaRaj. She also published a poetry book titled Prajakta Prabha in 2021.

List of highest-grossing Marathi films

Retrieved 30 September 2024. &quot;Badhaai Do Second Weekend

Marathi Film Pawankhind Scores Big&quot;. Box Office India. Retrieved 29 April 2025.
&quot;\&#039;?????\&#039;?? ????? - Marathi cinema is the filmmaking industry based in Mumbai,
Maharashtra. The 1988 film Ashi Hi Banwa Banwi was the first Marathi film to cross ?1 crore. The 1992
film Maherchi Sadi was the first Marathi film to cross ?10 crores. Me Shivajiraje Bhosale Boltoy is a first
Marathi film grossed over ?25 crore at the box office. Natsamrat was the first Marathi film to cross ?48–50
crores. Sairat was the first Marathi film to cross ?75 crores and ?100 crores. This ranking lists the highest-
grossing Marathi films produced by Marathi cinema, based on conservative global box office estimates as
reported by organizations classified as green by Wikipedia. The figures are not adjusted for inflation.
However, there is no official tracking of figures, and sources publishing data are frequently pressured to
increase their estimates.
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